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GUIDE 

ALOHA, l'M MARK 

A Personal Welcome from Your Host 

"In 1970, I stepped off the plane with my two best friends, a backpack, my 

surfboard and some idealistic hopes and dreams. Fifty-six years later, I'm 

still here Leaming what Kaua'i has to offer and sharing that knowledge with 

people from all over the world." 

This guide is the brochure I give my guests before they arrive - to help 

them have the most enjoyable vacation they can while visiting the island. 

It's many years of local knowledge learned over time to help people make 

the best of their valuable vacation time, as well as saving money. 

Most Kaua'i guides are written by people who visited for a long weekend. 

This one is written by someone who never left. 

***** 

"Mark was absolutely incredible and helped us organize our entire trip. His advice 

was priceless - he even booked a helicopter tour."

- Tsvetelina lvanova, Facebook Review

***** 

"River Estate is heaven, and Mark is an angel. There are few places on the planet that 

can compete. It's sublime." 

- K. Savelson, Yelp Review

WHAT YOU'LL FIND IN THIS GUIDE 

✓ The 7 most costly Kaua'i vacation mistakes - and how to avoid every one

✓ Complete North Shore game plan: where to go, what to skip, what to book early

✓ Couples playbook & families playbook - day-by-day itineraries

✓ Where locals eat, which beaches to trust, Mark's secret spots 
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SECTION 05 

The Families Playbook 

Adventures your kids win never stop ta[king about - with Less stress and more wonder.

·-' FAMILY-FRIENDLY ITINERARY 

_.,.,_ 

·ik♦

Arrive, settle in, explore the property. Kids in the 

river within 10 minutes. 

Hanalei Bay morning. Farmers' market. Cook 

dinner together on the lanai. 

River Estate sits directly on the Wainiha River. Kids paddle, ••t-$f8
swim, and explore from the backyard. Kayaks & 

Tunnels Beach early. Na 'Aina Kai in the 

afternoon. 

paddleboards are already there, waiting. 
••f·B• River paddle to the beach. BBQ at the house. 

Stargazing on the lanai. • BEST FAMILY BEACHES

EiV:htiUit 4iPt Waimea Canyon drive - kids love the "Grand 

Canyon of the Pacific." 
Hanalei Bay (summer) - Gentle waves, wide sand, lifeguards. 

Sandcastle heaven. 

EiWIP?Mt 
'Anini Beach - Protected reef pool. Kids spot sea turtles. Safe 

and unforgettable. 

Ei-Uhti?@♦ 
Ke'e Beach lagoon - Calm snorkeling water, Na Pali trailhead 

nearby for older kids. 

• BEYOND THE BEACH

✓ Kayak the river - Right from property. Safe, easy, the story

they'll tell first.

✓ Limahuli Garden - Shaded, educational tropical botanical

garden.

✓ Na 'Aina Kai - Treehouse, hedge maze, log cabin. Kids go

wild.

✓ Pick fresh fruit every morning - Tangerines, oranges,

grapefruit and mango from the property in season.

EiMhii?Mt 
The River House sleeps families comfortably - 3 

bedrooms with private decks, full kitchen, BBQ, direct river 

access. 

River Estate is built for multi­

generational family travel. 

The River House sleeps 

up to 6 guests . 

Check Availability--+ 
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SECTION 06 

Beaches & Water Guidance 

Not every North Shore beach is for swimming - and that's okay. Here's how to choose the right one for 

your day. 

C. Scenic & Look-Don't-Swim

� Family-Friendlier 

Hanalei Bay by the pier, 'AnTnT Beach, Ke'e Beach 

lagoon and Tunnels Beach. Gentle entry, lifeguards at 
Hanalei, reef-protected coves. Still: watch your kids like 

you would anywhere. Conditions change fast. 

i' Best Snorkeling 

0.:, Winter Hazards 

November-March brings massive North Pacific swells. 
Even calm-looking beaches can have sudden "sneaker 
waves." Never swim alone. Watch the water for 10 

minutes before deciding. If it looks sketchy, it is. 

C. Summer Conditions

May-September: the ocean calms significantly.
Hanalei Bay becomes a giant swimming pool. Tunnels

reef is placid. Kayaking is ideal. This is prime time for
paddle-to-beach adventures right from River Estate.

***** 

"The location is truly ideal for snorkeling, SUP, kayaks 

or simply being on beautiful uncrowded beaches. The 

river flows slowly to the ocean a block away -

paddling down to the ocean and back was easy." 

- Mark B., VRBO Review

;------------------------------------------------------------------, 
, ' 

* FAST FACTS 

& Important Water Safety 
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Queen’s Bath, West end of Lumahai Beach and Hanakapiʻai
Beach during Winter swells. These are for photographs,
reflections, and respecting the ocean’s power. Enjoy the
views from the shore. Never turn your back on the ocean.

Tunnels Beach (Best north shore snorkeling) and ʻAnīnī
Beach. Tunnels has a protected reef lagoon with sea turtles.
ʻAnīnī is shallow, safe, and the green sea turtles are unfazed
by your presence. Arrive before 8 AM for the best
conditions.

Wainiha Beach where the river meets the ocean has
strong currents and is not recommended for swimming.
Your paddle from River Estate takes you to a different,
safer stretch. Always ask Mark about current conditions.
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SECTION 07 

Reserve This Early 

Most visitors don't book untiL it's too late. Here's your reservation checklist - with timing. 

& RESERVE EARLY 

► Ho'ena State Park pass at gohaena.com - 30 days
ahead, sells out same day

► Helicopter tour (Blue Hawaiian or Safari) - 2-3
months ahead in peak season

► Na Pali catamaran cruise - 4-6 weeks ahead,
summer fills fastest

► River Estate vacation rental - 6-12 months ahead for
peak weeks

► Bar Acuda dinner reservation - 30 days ahead, non­
negotiable

► Car rental - midsize SUV, book as soon as flights are
confirmed

* MARK'S MASTER TIMING GUIDE 

12+ months out: Lock in River Estate (peak season 

goes fast) 

3-6 months out: Helicopter, catamaran, tubing

adventure, car rental

30 days out: Ho'ena State Park, Bar Acuda

1 week out: Confirm travel arrangements, weather

forecast & ocean report from Mark

Pro tip: Set calendar alerts for the 30-day and 90-day 

marks. You'll be glad you did. 

� SEASONAL NOTES 

Peak Seasons: March-April (Spring Break), June­

September (summer), Thanksgiving week, mid­

December-January (Christmas). Everything books earlier; 

rates are generally higher. 

Shoulder Season: January-March, April-May, September­

mid November. Fewer crowds, better rates. 

Off-Season: February-March, May-June, early-mid 

December. Lowest rates. 

Special Events: Happen year round - check your dates 

online. 

"m' SUGGESTED BOOKING Tl MELINE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Book Your Stay 

River Estate - lock in your dates first. Everything 

else builds from here. 

Flights & Car 

Book direct. Midsize SUV. Get the rental coverage. 

Tours & Dining 

Helicopter, catamaran, Ho'ena pass, Bar Acuda. 

Reach Out to Mark 

He'll help you fill in the gaps with specific 

recommendations. 

Not sure when to book? Call Mark 

at (808) 635-2929 or email 
info@riverestate.com. He'll tell you 
honestly what's available and 
what's worth waiting for. 

Get Advice-
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SECTION 11 

Your Home Base: River Estate 

Everything in this guide - the beaches, trails, food, sunsets - is better when you come home to the right

place. 

WHY RIVER ESTATE 

THE GUEST HOUSE 

Perfect for Couples & Small Groups 

Wake to river whispers. Balinese decor meets modern comfort. Paddle to a secluded 

beach, then float home to your private sanctuary. 

✓ Sleeps 4 • Split-system A/C, great natural ventilation, cherry hardwood floors, Chinese slate

in kitchen & baths

✓ Full kitchen with center island • lanai dining overlooking the river 

✓ BBQ, beach gear, fast WiFi, Solar EV, Tesla Powerwall, solar water heater, washer/dryer, 

covered parking 

THE RIVER HOUSE 

Ideal for Families & Larger Groups 

Three bedrooms, each with its own deck and river views. Warm woods, vintage art, 

master suite over the water. 

✓ Sleeps 6 • Three bedrooms w/ private decks· large fully-equipped gourmet kitchen· Solar

EV & hot water, Tesla Powerwall 

✓ Screened-in lanai with BBQ· dining table for 6 • washer/dryer, board games, books, Roku TV

✓ Tommy Bahama living room set, top-quality beds & bedding, cherry hardwood floors· large

yard with fruit trees

* REVIEW HIGHLIGHTS 

✓ A prime central north-shore location unlike anything

else on Kauai

"This was, without a doubt, one of the most amazing vacations 

we've ever had. Every morning we woke up to birds singing." 

✓ Mark's 55 years local knowledge & 30 years in vacation

rentals

✓ Peaceful riverfront botanical gardens, away from

tourist crowds

✓ 4.9* across 371+ reviews· Travelers' Choice award

- Matthew R., VRBO Review 

"I have been staying at River Estate since 2002. The house is 

beautiful, spotless, has everything you could want." 

- OClslandGirl, 20+ year return guest 
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YOUR NEXT STEP 

The North Shore Is Waiting 

You've just read what most Kaua'i visitors never Learn. Now it's time to make it reaL 

You know which side of the island to choose, and you now know some important mistakes to avoid. You have a 

game plan - and you know there's a place on the Wainiha River, created by someone who's called this home 

for over 50 years, waiting for you to visit and experience a bit of old Hawaii. 

I arrived with nothing but a surfboard, no expectations, and a desire to find myself. What Kaua'i has taught me 

has been more than I could ever imagine - so much so that I never left. I improved this property from scratch, 

planted gardens, built homes, and watched hundreds of families discover that same feeling I felt so long ago. 

That special Hawaiian magic is still here if you know where to find it. When you choose to stay at River Estate, 

you're not only booking a place to experience Hawaii as it used to be - you're becoming part of a story that's 

been unfolding since 1970. 

1 Check Your Dates

North Shore rentals book early. Don't wait until 

your favorite week is gone. Check availability 

now. 

2 Explore the Homes

Visit kauaivacation-rental.com to see The 

Guest House and The River House. Photos, 

floor plans, 371+ reviews. 

3 Reach Out to Mark

Call (808) 635-2929 or email 

info@riverestate.com. Tell him your dates, 

your group, your dreams. He'll help you plan 

something unforgettable. 

"The best time to book your Kaua'i trip was 

yesterday. The second best time is right now." 

- Mark Barbanell, River Estate 
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